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Temple

The Jewish worship center, first built by Solomon, which stood on the Temple mount in Jerusalem.

The first Temple was erected there by Solomon in the 960s b.c., fulfilling a dream of his father, David. Solomon’s Temple was destroyed by the Babylonians when they razed Jerusalem in 587 b.c. A second, much smaller Temple was erected on the same site by Zerubbabel when a small Jewish contingent returned to their homeland from Babylon. This structure, known as the Second Temple, was completed in 516/515 b.c. The Second Temple was greatly expanded and beautified by Herod the Great, a project which took 46 years to complete. The Romans destroyed this Second Temple in a.d. 70. The site on which both Temples were constructed had great historic significance. Tradition identifies it with Mount Moriah, where Abraham came to sacrifice Isaac (Genesis 22:2), and where David purchased a threshing floor from Araunah to build an altar and sacrifice to God (2 Samuel 24:18-25). The prophet Ezekiel predicted that a third Temple would stand in the same place in the time of the Messiah, although that site is currently occupied by the Mosque of Omar, considered the second most holy place in Islam. Whether or not this will be fulfilled literally is debated. Ezekiel’s Temple is described in great detail in Ezekiel 40-48.

12 - Court of Women

The area of the Temple court where women where allowed to stand. 2 Chronicles 6; 7 [PT] 

13 - Court of Men

The area of the Temple court where men could stand. The area was just outside the Inner Court, next to the outside altar.

14 - Inner Court

The Inner Court contained the outside Altar and the actual Temple.

15 - Altar

The outside altar in the Inner Court.

Court of the Gentiles

An area in the northern section of the Temple Mount outside of the Court of the Women. Gentiles could not proceed any closer to the Temple.

Sheep Gate

A gate in the east end of the north wall of Jerusalem, constructed when that wall was rebuilt by Nehemiah in 444 b.c. The gate was still used in Jesus’ time (John 5:2). Since its location is near the Temple, some scholars have suggested that this was where sheep were brought in for the ritual sacrifices.

Bethesda

[beh-THEZ-duh; “house of grace”] A pool surrounded by five colonnades, located near the Sheep Gate in the ne corner of Jerusalem. Here the sick gathered, hoping to be healed by its waters.

John 5:1  After this there was a feast of the Jews; and Jesus went up to Jerusalem. John 5:2  Now there is at Jerusalem by the sheep market a pool, which is called in the Hebrew tongue Bethesda, having five porches. John 5:3  In these lay a great multitude of impotent folk, of blind, halt, withered, waiting for the moving of the water. John 5:4  For an angel went down at a certain season into the pool, and troubled the water: whosoever then first after the troubling of the water stepped in was made whole of whatsoever disease he had. John 5:5  And a certain man was there, which had an infirmity thirty and eight years. John 5:6  When Jesus saw him lie, and knew that he had been now a long time in that case, he saith unto him, Wilt thou be made whole? John 5:7  The impotent man answered him, Sir, I have no man, when the water is troubled, to put me into the pool: but while I am coming, another steppeth down before me. John 5:8  Jesus saith unto him, Rise, take up thy bed, and walk. John 5:9  And immediately the man was made whole, and took up his bed, and walked: and on the same day was the sabbath. John 5:10  The Jews therefore said unto him that was cured, It is the sabbath day: it is not lawful for thee to carry thy bed. John 5:11  He answered them, He that made me whole, the same said unto me, Take up thy bed, and walk. John 5:12  Then asked they him, What man is that which said unto thee, Take up thy bed, and walk? John 5:13  And he that was healed wist not who it was: for Jesus had conveyed himself away, a multitude being in that place. John 5:14  Afterward Jesus findeth him in the temple, and said unto him, Behold, thou art made whole: sin no more, lest a worse thing come unto thee. John 5:15  The man departed, and told the Jews that it was Jesus, which had made him whole. John 5:16  And therefore did the Jews persecute Jesus, and sought to slay him, because he had done these things on the sabbath day. John 5:17  But Jesus answered them, My Father worketh hitherto, and I work. John 5:18  Therefore the Jews sought the more to kill him, because he not only had broken the sabbath, but said also that God was his Father, making himself equal with God. John 5:19  Then answered Jesus and said unto them, Verily, verily, I say unto you, The Son can do nothing of himself, but what he seeth the Father do: for what things soever he doeth, these also doeth the Son likewise. John 5:20  For the Father loveth the Son, and showeth him all things that himself doeth: and he will show him greater works than these, that ye may marvel. John 5:21  For as the Father raiseth up the dead, and quickeneth them; even so the Son quickeneth whom he will. John 5:22  For the Father judgeth no man, but hath committed all judgment unto the Son: John 5:23  That all men should honour the Son, even as they honour the Father. He that honoureth not the Son honoureth not the Father which hath sent him. John 5:24  Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that heareth my word, and believeth on him that sent me, hath everlasting life, and shall not come into condemnation; but is passed from death unto life. John 5:25  Verily, verily, I say unto you, The hour is coming, and now is, when the dead shall hear the voice of the Son of God: and they that hear shall live. John 5:26  For as the Father hath life in himself; so hath he given to the Son to have life in himself; John 5:27  And hath given him authority to execute judgment also, because he is the Son of man. John 5:28  Marvel not at this: for the hour is coming, in the which all that are in the graves shall hear his voice, John 5:29  And shall come forth; they that have done good, unto the resurrection of life; and they that have done evil, unto the resurrection of damnation. John 5:30  I can of mine own self do nothing: as I hear, I judge: and my judgment is just; because I seek not mine own will, but the will of the Father which hath sent me. John 5:31  If I bear witness of myself, my witness is not true. John 5:32  There is another that beareth witness of me; and I know that the witness which he witnesseth of me is true. John 5:33  Ye sent unto John, and he bare witness unto the truth. John 5:34  But I receive not testimony from man: but these things I say, that ye might be saved. John 5:35  He was a burning and a shining light: and ye were willing for a season to rejoice in his light. John 5:36  But I have greater witness than that of John: for the works which the Father hath given me to finish, the same works that I do, bear witness of me, that the Father hath sent me. John 5:37  And the Father himself, which hath sent me, hath borne witness of me. Ye have neither heard his voice at any time, nor seen his shape. John 5:38  And ye have not his word abiding in you: for whom he hath sent, him ye believe not. John 5:39  Search the scriptures; for in them ye think ye have eternal life: and they are they which testify of me. John 5:40  And ye will not come to me, that ye might have life. John 5:41  I receive not honour from men. John 5:42  But I know you, that ye have not the love of God in you. John 5:43  I am come in my Father's name, and ye receive me not: if another shall come in his own name, him ye will receive. John 5:44  How can ye believe, which receive honour one of another, and seek not the honour that cometh from God only? John 5:45  Do not think that I will accuse you to the Father: there is one that accuseth you, even Moses, in whom ye trust. John 5:46  For had ye believed Moses, ye would have believed me: for he wrote of me. John 5:47  But if ye believe not his writings, how shall ye believe my words?

1 - Praetorium

A technical Latin term that originally referred to the command tent of a Roman army group, but by the first century had a number of different meanings. The word occurs in the Greek NT in (1) Matthew 27:27; Mark 15:16; John 18:28; 19:9, the temporary military headquarters or palace in Jerusalem that housed the Roman governor, where Jesus was tried before Pilate; (2) Acts 23:35, Herod’s headquarters; (3) Philippians 1:13, of the “palace guard.” Here the term may indicate an elite guard of Roman soldiers responsible directly to the emperor, or it may be extended to include the larger corps of civil servants in Rome who administered the Empire.

After the Sanhedrin tried Christ, He was taken to Pilate, who alone could order Jesus’ death. Rather than stating the charge under which the Sanhedrin had convicted Jesus, the Jewish leaders accused Christ of claiming to be a king, and thus a rival to Caesar.

